Yangming Hu

Dear Mr and Mrs Adem;

I hope this letter finds you well. I am Yangming Hu, a student who has been receiving financial assistance from you. I'd like to wish you a happy new year in advance. (Translator's note: he apparently meant the Chinese new year since the letter was written after 1/1/2012.)

I am very grateful for your generous help over the past years. Right now, I am already in my senior year of high school, preparing for the College Entrance Exam in June. I will seize this opportunity, work very hard and try my best to get admitted to a university of my dream, as a way to repay your generosity and to prove to you that your contribution has yielded fruit. With the support you have given me, I have grown up from that ignorant little child. I am confident that I can go out to realize my dreams and repay the society.

Dear Uncle and Aunt (Translator's note: these are the salutations that Chinese young people commonly give to people they respect), even though you are in a far far away foreign country, even though we have vastly different lives, even though we have never seen each other, in my heart, I feel you are very close to me. Distance is no longer important, I will forever be indebted to you. Perhaps you never will need me to pay you back, but  I will work very hard and pass on your kindness to other people. In the future when I am able, I will help other poor students just as you helped me. I will be good to others and try to make the world a better place.

All through the 3 years of high school, I live in the school dormitory and take care of myself. Sometimes I had some difficulties, but I never gave up. I have to live up to my own expectation. Please do not worry about me. I believe the saying, where there is a will, there is a way. I will hold on to my dream and I know I will see the light of success in the end.

Being born in a poor family is the challenge that fate has posed me. But your support provides me the motivation, to move forward, one step after another, until in the end my dream can come true.

At last, wish you joy and happiness all your life.

So long and yours sincerely,

Yangming Hu

1/23/2012

Yuting Yang

Dear Mr and Mrs Adem,

Hello. Yet another year is passing us. Hope you work has gone well and your health has been good in 2011. As we are welcoming the (translator's note: Chinese) new year, I'd like to wish you a prosperous new year.

I am a Chinese girl receiving your financial support. When I was only 11 years old, My father passed away due to illness. The cruelty that reality posed on me left a scar on my heart that will never disappear. My mother cried and cried and the pain almost killed her. Losing her husband to her was like the sky had fallen. Not only was she in pain emotionally, she also suffered financially. She is a common peasant who had very little income. She was out of her wit when I asked for tuition to continue my schooling. It was at that time that I started to receive financial support from kind people like you. (Because of your support, ) our life has changed for the better and I have been able to sit in the big and bright classrooms just like other kids of my age. At school, I try to be a good student, get along well with my classmates and pay attention to lectures.

Even though you and me are far way from each other --  you are in Canada and I am in China, even though we have never seen each other, I believe I will not be afraid, because I have your support. I often imagine your faces. You must be the most beautiful people in the world, because you have the selfless love that does not distinguish regions, nor races, nor countries. It reaches every corner of the world so that I can feel it. There is no word to describe the love you show in silently helping me. I am truly grateful.

No words can describe my gratitude to you. I will turn the gratitude into strength and motivate myself to keep going forward, keeping fighting hard and to challenge my dream. In the future, maybe I will grow into a tall tree that touches the sky, or maybe I will only grow into a member of a shrub. But no matter what, I will use my life to define kindness, and become a good hearted person as you.

Wish you a happy new year. Wish you healthy and successful.

Yuting Yang,

1/6/2012

Ning Mao

Dear Mr and Mrs Adem,

I'd like to thank you for supporting me. It is because of your support that I can finish my high school studies. I am grateful from my heart. This semester, my school performance has improved significantly. Before, there was a time I played too much and I was lost, because of the things happened at home. But later I realized that I cannot afford to play, as a kid from a poor village, and I shouldn't be lost. Then I started working hard. God has seen my effort and my scores improved a lot this semester. My effort has paid off and your support has paid off. It was because of your support that I found hope again and I had a dream again. Your kindness is like the sun, making me feel warm, and is like a compass showing me the direction. I am no longer lost. 

Even though we are not in the same place, your loving heart has connected us. Your selflessness surrounds me and reminds me every minute to study hard. When i grow up, I will pass on your love and selflessness and help more people. Even though we have never seen each other, what you did taught me that I needed to have a target, a dream and a belief. I will try my best to realize my dream and to hold on to my belief.

Wish you good health and peace all your life. 

Ning Mao

Jiabin Jie

Dear Mr and Mrs Adem,

Hello!

I wanted to write this letter in English, but in the end decided to write it in Chinese because I feel that I can express my gratitude to you better this way.

First of all, let me thank you for your financial support for the past two years. Your support solved me a huge problem, leaving me more time to study, to go after my dream, and to lay the foundation for forever changing our current situation. I am much less worried about my tuition now. I am truly grateful for your help. Thank you. Thank you very much!

Looking back into the past year, my life has been full. I studied very hard every day. However, my course performance has not been as good as I wanted, perhaps because the College Entrance Exam is in a few months and I am somewhat worried that I won't do well. I am worried that many people will be hurt if I screw up, for example, my loving parents, relatives and friends. I am also afraid that I might disappoint you. But I will do my best in the last a hundred or so days of high school, make each day worthwhile and my time more full. I believe, I will bring a pleasant surprise to you and to the people who love me -- I will achieve a performance in the Exams that I can be proud of.

My parents always said to me: "you need to work harder; don't disappoint the people financially supporting you." They also said that they really wish to see you once and thank you in person. I also wish very much to see you and thank you in person. I know this wish is hard to realize, but in my imagination, you are always the kind, amiable and helpful people, like Lei Feng of China. (Translator's note: Lei Feng is the icon of selfless people who go out their way to help others at the expense of themselves.) Even though finally meeting you is a difficult wish, I will try my best to realize it. I believe one day, I will make it come true.

Thousands of words cannot express my gratitude. Now we are welcoming a new year -- the Dragon's year. In this new year, I want to say to you:

Happy new year! Wish your spirit be like the dragon's and the tiger's, your body healthy, your family full of joy and your wishes come true.

At last, I want to thank you again for your support. When my wish (of meeting you) comes true, I will thank you in person, from the bottom of my heart.

The best wishes to you and your family. (Translator's note: this sentence was written in English.)

So long and yours humble,

Jiabin Jie

1/10/2012

Yuefeng Liu

Dear Mr and Mrs Adem,

Hello!

Time is like an arrow. Another year has passed in a blink of an eye. In the past year, I grew a lot and became the tallest student in my class. At the same time, my course performance also improved, especially in Chemistry, which was a new class for me. After the first monthly quiz, I was appointed the class representative of Chemistry. (Translator's note: class representative is like a student teaching assistant. It's usually appointed to a student who is the best at the subject.) I kept performing well in that class the rest of the semester. However, I didn't do very well in English. But I believe, as long as I try hard, I will improve my English. (Translator's note: English is a very difficult subject for most rural students in China, partly because they have access to very limited resources -- like CD, cassettes -- on the subject and partly because of the less than satisfactory teacher quality in this subject. As the cities advance quickly in English education, the rural has not been able to keep up.)

As I am achieving excellent scores, I should thank you for your help over the past years. Not for your support, I would be having trouble feeding myself, let alone attending school. Right now, my  mother and I still live hard life, but the fun from studying has brought me encouragement. Your support has supported me not only financially, but also in spirit. Thank you!

A new year is coming. In the new year, I will work even harder and repay your support and encouragement using excellent scores. Meanwhile, wish you happiness and fulfillment in the new year.

So long and yours truly,

Yuefeng Liu

1/5/2012

Yuifeng Liu's course record:

Name: Yuifeng Liu; Gender: Male

Age: 15

Scores:

Chinese: 70/100

English: 65/100

Math: 90/100

Politics: 87/100

History: 91/100

Physics: 84/100

Chemistry: 90/100

PE: Good

Social work: Good

Teacher's comments:

You are a trustworthy, mature, and diligent sunny boy. You cared about your class, got along with your classmates, and respected your teachers. You actively participated in all extracurricular activities. You have improved a lot in every aspect, especially in your course performance. However, you haven't been able to achieve balanced development in both Arts subjects and in Sciences subjects. You need to improve your Chinese and English scores quickly. Let us work together to achieve that.

Teacher: Hua Zheng.

